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« Importance of acquisition and
use of high quality, unbiased,
scientific data to inform the public
on policy and resource
management decisions.

« Information is effectively
communicated to the end
users..... resource and regulatory
agencies, the broader scientific
community, and the general
public.

» Scientific research conducted by
the USGS has been and will
become even more essential to
our country and the world as we
deal with our ever increasing
interaction with and demands on
the natural world.
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Slide One: Introduction of Mark Myers 

Dr. Leslie Holland-Bartels introduction of Mark Myers
USGS Director Mark Myers is an internationally recognized geologist and former State Geologist and head of Alaska's Geological Survey. 

Mark, an expert on North Slope sedimentary and petroleum geology, served as survey chief for field programs in the MacKenzie Delta (ARCO, 1985), Cook Inlet (State of Alaska/U.S. Geological Survey, 1997), and North Slope (ARCO, 1999). He also served as sedimentologist for 13 other North Slope field programs. 

Mark is a past president and board member of the Alaska Geological Society; a certified professional geologist with the American Institute of Professional Geologists; a certified petroleum geologist with the American Association of Petroleum Geologists; and a licensed geologist with the State of Alaska. 

He served as an officer in the U.S. Air Force Reserve from 1977 to 2003, retiring as a Lt. Colonel. 
Mark received his doctorate in geology from the University of Alaska-Fairbanks in 1994, specializing in sedimentology, clastic depositional environments, surface and subsurface sequence analysis, and sandstone petrography. He earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
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Slide Two: Reston 

(Mark begins here)

Thank you Leslie for that kind introduction... 
I am sorry that I could not be there in person but I also understand that the weather is in the 20’s. Here in Reston, it’s in the 60’s. 
I am still unpacking here in Washington and slowly getting settled in, but we are beginning to miss our home in Alaska. 

As you see here I am speaking from the USGS national headquarters located in Reston Virginia. 
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Slide Three: Alaska and the USGS Science Mission
And provided that our technology link remains connected I would like to share with you some of my early perspectives on my job as Director of the U.S. Geological Survey. 

It is an honor to have been selected to serve in this distinguished position and I look forward to leading the USGS as we embrace our increasingly important role to provide science that will support societal discussions at the local, regional, and national levels.

As a cooperator, partner, and customer of USGS science over much of my career and particularly my time here in Alaska I valued USGS because of 

· Its focus on getting work done through partnerships, 

· Its ability to work away on difficult issues over the long haul, issues that are difficult for other management or science agencies to consistently address, …things that may take decades to complete or require continuous monitoring.
· And its passion for putting its science out without advocacy, to be unbiased. USGS was a place I could turn to for quality information that I could trust 
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Slide Four: Assessment of Energy Resources

Of course, that view of USGS really evolved from my active involvement over the years with the USGS Energy Program scientists.
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Slide Five: Alaska Volcano Observatory

With the Alaska Volcano Observatory, a partnership of USGS, DGGS, and UAF’s Geophysical Institute
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Slide Six: Critical Partnerships
and working with USGS geologists through many efforts such as the Data-at-Risk Project that you all at AMA have been central partners in or from the wide variety of cooperative mineral assessment efforts ADGGS and USGS participated in such as we heard from USGS’ Rick Saltus and colleagues and DGGS’ Laurel Burns this morning.  

And speaking of Rick I also want to take a moment to recognize and personally thank the other USGS scientists you heard from this morning. 
Specifically, Jonathon Glen, Jeanie Schmidt and others for their field model research efforts in southern (National Petroleum Reserve Alaska) NRPA.
Julie Demoulin and others for their work on Phosphatic Rocks and 
Karen Kelly and her group on the Geochemistry research also in the southern (National Petroleum Reserve Alaska) NRPA area.
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Slide Seven: Natural Science across the Landscape

In my short time at the helm of USGS, I see that my view of this Bureau gained from my Alaska experiences holds true for USGS nationwide….in USGS’ >400 locations and in USGS’ nearly 9,000 employees that work on water, wildlife, fish, public lands, geological issues of interest to the Nation….. I see these same basic commitments

· Commitment to addressing issues that may take a long time to address
· Commitment to doing its work cooperatively, in fact embracing collaboration in its broadest sense
· Commitment to quality science, and to science that is and is perceived to be unbiased
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Slide Eight: 

With that new perspective, I’d like to return to Alaska and discuss USGS’ commitments

Commitment to addressing issues that may take a long time to address

For Alaska, USGS is committed to working with partners to create and serve basic resource data sets that the rest of the nation has and has had for some time and to develop the basic process understanding to better inform the Nation’s decisions on resource uses.

Alaska is a place of great geologic, landform, and hydrologic diversity.  That physical diversity leads to great mineral, oil, and gas potential for example and significant biological diversity.  
However, because of scale and remoteness, few complete statewide coverages have been completed or long-term monitoring data sets developed.  But consistent progress is being made.
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Slide Nine: Digital Mapping & Regional Mineral Assessments

For example, USGS and partners have made a second release of digital geologic map data for large areas of the State.  
This has been funded as part of a nation-wide effort to provide regional-scale maps for the Nation.  
Also, as all of you know, additional progress has been made on the Regional Mineral Assessments and I will talk more about that later.

Process studies compliment such mapping efforts.
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Slide Ten: Cooperative Science & Research  

For example, USGS work by Karen Kelley and colleagues in the western Brooks Range has a goal of understanding the large fluid circulation systems that formed both the mineral deposits (think Red Dog) and the petroleum systems to the north.  
This work finished at the end of this past year

The main goal of the project is understanding the spatial, temporal, and genetic processes and links between hydrocarbon generation and zinc mineralization which offers potential for increasing our ability to predict and quantify undiscovered resources in northern Alaska and other parts of the world. 

Here is a map of northwestern Alaska (project location) showing the location of NPRA in yellow, the locations of various mineral deposits and occurrences, and some North Slope wells.  

The recently completed project has greatly increased our understanding of the geologic and geochemical conditions that prevailed during formation of the zinc and barite  resources.
Some results have been published in this special issue of Economic Geology with authors from USGS, ADGGS, UAF, industry.  
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Slide Eleven: Cooperative Science & Research 

Regional Mineral Assessments in line with the previous USGS AMRAP efforts familiar to this audience remain a priority for USGS and partners.  
AMA and others helped prioritize USGS’ focus in southwest Alaska, which is aimed at providing basic geological, geochemical, geophysical and mineral deposit information that can be used for regional economic development, land planning, and mineral exploration

Recent work in the Taylor Quad was supported by USGS through our appropriated funds, a congressional add, and an agreement with the with Bristol Bay Native Corporation
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Slide Twelve: Relevant, Unbiased & Essential Natural Science

· I will return to a few points I made in my senate confirmation hearing before leaving you today. 

· That the scientific research conducted by the USGS will become even more essential to our country and the world as we deal with our ever increasing interaction with and demands on the natural world. 

· USGS understands it can not get its part of the job done without strong local, regional, and national partnerships such as we see reflected for example in the Alaska Miners Association, the Data-at-Risk Project, the AMRAP efforts, or studies such as the Northern Alaska Fluid Flow Project

· These two points together require that I once again emphasize the hallmark of USGS… The priority that USGS places on ensuring that its work is scientifically unbiased.  

· USGS conducts science for improved hazard assessments.  We study wildlife and fish. We are tasked with oil, gas, and mineral resource assessment.  USGS’ land cover data inform the public from community to international scales.  USGS studies critical water resources of the Nation.  We conduct this diverse mission in increasingly complex partnerships. 

· I intend for USGS to remain a trusted, impartial fact finder in earth and natural sciences; we will let our science speak for itself.

· With that said, I will leave you with opportunities where USGS already is present on the landscape and can increase its impact of resource decisions through its interdisciplinary science capacity. 
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Slide Thirteen: Northern Alaska: Energy Policy Act, Extensive Federal Lands and Trust Species, Mineral Potential, Water Resources

I’ll return to northern Alaska, site of this mornings talks.  
In addition to improving our understanding of mineralization processes and oil and gas potential, the USGS I now lead has the potential to provide multidisciplinary scientific information that can help inform resource managers, the public, and industry.

Here, a clip from the USGS Alaska Science Portal we see geologic studies, climate studies, geographic landform analyses, hydrologic information, wildlife studies and an integrated study that combines many of the physical processes together to better understand biological responses to change.

Collectively the work presented here, done under the guiding principals I have laid out can greatly benefit societal discussions on effective resource planning.
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Slide Fourteen: Science Needs in the Southwest: Minerals, Water, Hazards

Where society is conflicted on resource uses, unbiased, strongly peer reviewed science is essential.  
As in Alaska’s far north, USGS has capacity in many other parts of the state to provide baseline information and process understanding that may help better inform resource discussions.
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Slide Fifteen: USGS Science in Alaska… USGS Science for the Nation. 

So, in conclusion I leave you with a view of the many studies that USGS is conducting on the Alaskan landscape and a glimpse of the diversity of USGS throughout the rest of the Nation.  
It is an honor to be USGS newest Director.  Thank You

