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Topic:  The Real Story from the Interior Looking Out

Length of Time:  10 minutes (with 5 minutes for Q&A)

Audience:  50-60 State Geologists and several USGS participants

Format:  No powerpoint

DRAFT Outline for Talk
I.       Opening Remarks

· Thanks, it’s a real pleasure to be here today

· As a former State Geologist it’s good to see old faces; looking forward to meeting new members

· I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank you for joining the USGS Coalition and your continued support of USGS programs and activities.

II. The DOI Perspective

· DOI Priorities – Energy, Climate Change, Healthy Lands, Oceans Conservation

· Budget Outlook
III.    USGS Science Strategy

· Today, our growing and expanding society face many pressing issues that science, information and data can and must help address including:
· Use of, and competition for, natural resources on the global scale and natural threats to those resources;

· Threats from natural hazards;

· Future availability of water for people and ecosystems in arid regions of the western United States;

· Effects of climate change on land and water resources habitat ecosystems and public health;

· And the effects of wildlife diseases such as Avian Flu and West Nile Virus on human health.
· The geo-science community has a real opportunity to play a role in addressing these issues by bringing together our different areas of expertise and working across the lines of science and this is just what we plan to do at the USGS over the next decade. 

· Earlier this year, the USGS began implementing our recently drafted USGS Strategic Science Plan. 
· The science strategy was built on the synergy of in-house and external science policy and planning documents in support of the DOI strategic plan, and with up-front stakeholder input. 

· The major objective:  

· to guide science planning over the next decade by identifying opportunities for the USGS to better use its remarkable scientific capabilities in order to serve the Department of the Interior and the Nation.

· While the science strategy that was developed does not reflect all aspects of USGS work, 

· instead it leverages our strengths and our unique position as a non regulatory Federal science agency  

· and outlines where USGS natural science can make significant contributions by providing science information, data, leadership and coordination to support mid term and long-term science objectives. 
· The six major bureau science strategy focused areas are:

· Understanding ecosystems and predicting ecosystem change

· The role of the environment and wildlife in human health

· A water census of the united states

· A national hazards risk and resilience assessment program

· Climate variability and change

· Energy and minerals for America’s future
IV. Mineral Resources Program Grant Cut
{Mark I believe you the words for this}
V. Opportunities for Collaboration 
· USGS Science Strategy – Six areas mentioned give opportunities for collaboration.  (Give a few examples here)

·  Peter Lyttle will be discuss further opportunities for collaboration during his plenary presentation (water census initiative; possibility of a debris-flow warning system)
VI.

2009 Joint Meeting
· In Shepardstown, West Virginia in July 2008
· Theme is Celebrate the Past, Plan for the Future

· Examine the role of Geologic Surveys in society and partner together - - because we can’t do it alone.

