Director Mark Myers Remarks at the Alaska Surveying and Mapping Conference, Anchorage, AK, February 25, 2008. “Moving the National Map Forward. ”
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. At USGS, we’ve recently  developed a science strategy that we believe will help our organization – and our country – address complex environmental problems. 

. Our strategy is based on a systems approach to evaluate broad causes and consequences of the use and management of natural resources and earth processes.


. There are six interrelated thematic components - directions – in our science strategy that you see listed in this slide.

. The interaction and correlation of these directions both reflect and reveal the complexity of the Earth’s natural, physical, and life systems. They describe the breadth of our systems approach that calls upon the full range of USGS science capabilities.

. This comprehensive, interdisciplinary approach pays dividends in making our science more relevant to environmental issues in public policy. 

. The seventh component, data integration, is the passport to transcending a discipline-based approach to science. It brings the other science directions together in the most basic and, at the same time, the most productive ways. 

· The key to data integration is place. Once you have established where on earth this characteristic is combined with that characteristic, then you begin to establish geographic context and you can start to ask how and why such conditions exist at that particular location, or a range of locations, and not elsewhere. These observations, when carefully considered and tested, can then lead to a deeper scientific understanding that can be applied to parallel situations. 
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