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UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Federal Funds

General and special funds:

SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH

For expenses necessary for the United States Geological Survey to perform
surveys, investigations, and research covering topography, geology, hydrology, biology, and
the mineral and water resources of the United States, its territories and possessions, and
other areas as authorized by 43 U.S.C. 31, 1332, and 1340; classify lands as to their mineral
and water resources; give engineering supervision to power permittees and Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission licensees; administer the minerals exploration program (30 U.S.C.
641); and publish and disseminate data relative to the foregoing activities; and to conduct
inquiries into the economic conditions affecting mining and materials processing industries
(30 U.S.C. 3, 21a, and 1603; 50 U.S.C. 98g (1)) and related purposes as authorized by law
and to publish and disseminate data; [$797,896,000] $838,485,000 of which [$69,596,000]
$58,356,000 shall be available only for cooperation with States or municipalities for water
resources investigations; and of which $16,400,000 shall remain available until expended
for conducting inquiries into the economic conditions affecting mining and materials
processing industries; [and of which $2,000,000 shall remain available until expended for
development of a mineral and geologic database;] and of which [$161,221,000]
$124,964,000 shall be available until September 30, [2000] 2001 for the biological research
activity and the operation of the Cooperative Research Units: Provided, That of the funds
available for the biological research activity, [$6,600,000] $1,000,000 shall be made
available by grant to the University of Alaska for conduct of, directly or through subgrants,
basic marine research activities in the North Pacific Ocean pursuant to a plan approved by
the Department of Commerce, the Department of the Interior, and the State of Alaska:
Provided further,  That none of these funds provided for the biological research activity shall
be used to conduct new surveys on private property, unless specifically authorized in writing
by the property owner: Provided further, That no part of this appropriation shall be used to
pay more than one-half the cost of topographic mapping or water resources data collection
and investigations carried on in cooperation with States and municipalities. (Department of
the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999, as included in Public Law 105-
277, section 101(e)..)
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Appropriation Language and Citations

1. For expenses necessary for the United States  Geological Survey to perform surveys,
investigations, and research covering topography, geology, and the mineral and water
resources of the United States,

CC 43 U.S.C. 31(a) provides for establishment of the Office of the Director of the
Geological Survey, under the Interior Department, and that this officer shall have
direction of the Geological Survey, and the classification of the public lands and
examination of the geological structure, mineral resources, and products of the national
domain.

2. Its Territories and possessions, and other areas as authorized by law.

CC 43 U.S.C 31(b) provides that, "The authority of the Secretary of the Interior, exercised
through the Geological Survey of the Department of the Interior, to examine the
geological structure, mineral resources, and products of the national domain, is
expanded to authorize such examinations outside the national domain where
determined by the Secretary to be in the national interest."

CC 43 U.S.C. 1332(a) provides that, "It is the declared policy of the United States, that the
subsoil and seabed of the Outer Continental Shelf appertain to the United States and
are subject to its jurisdiction, control, and power of disposition as provided in this
subchapter."

CC 43 U.S.C. 1340 provides that, "Any agency of the United States and any person
authorized by the Secretary may conduct geological and geophysical exploration in the
Outer Continental Shelf. ..."

3. Classify lands as to their mineral and water resources;

CC 43 U.S.C. 31(a) provides that, "The Director of the Geological Survey, ... shall have the
direction of the Geological Survey, and the classification of public lands and
examination of the geological structure, mineral resources, and products in the National
domain. ..."

4. give engineering supervision to power permittees

CC 43 U.S.C. 959 provides that, "The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and
empowered, ... to permit the use of right of way through the public lands, forest, and
other reservations of the United States ... for electrical plants, poles, and lines for the
generation and distribution of electrical power, ...Provided, that such permits shall be
allowed within or through any of said parks or any forest, military, Indian, or other
reservation only upon approval of the Chief Officer of the Department under whose
supervision such park or reservation falls and upon a finding by him that the same is
not incompatible with the public interest ..."



Appropriation Language and Citations

U.S. Geological Survey24

CC 43 U.S.C. 961 provides that, "The head of the department having jurisdiction over the
lands be, and he is, authorized and empowered, ... to grant an easement for right of
way, ... over, across and upon the public lands and reservations of the United States
for electrical poles and lines for the transmission and distribution of electrical power ...
upon a finding by him that the same is not incompatible with the public interest ..."

5. and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission licensees;

CC 16 U.S.C. 797(c) states that, "To cooperate with the executive departments and other
agencies of States or National Governments in such investigations; and for such
purposes the several departments and agencies of the National Government are
authorized and directed upon the request of the commission, to furnish such records,
papers and information in their possession as may be requested by the commission,
and temporarily to detail to the commission such officers or experts as may be
necessary in such investigations."

6. administer the minerals exploration program;

CC 30 U.S.C. 641 provides that, "The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and
directed, in order to provide for discovery of additional domestic mineral reserves, to
establish and maintain a program for exploration by private industry within the United
States, its territories and possessions for such minerals, excluding organic fuels, as he
shall from time to time designate, and to provide Federal financial assistance on a
participating basis for that purpose."

7. and publish and disseminate data relative to the foregoing activities;

CC 43 U.S.C. 41 provides for the publication of geological and economic maps, illustrating
the resources and classification of the lands, and reports upon general and economic
geology and paleontology.  This section also provides for the scientific exchange and
sale of such published material.

CC 44 U.S.C. 1318 provides for publication, by the Geological Survey, of various reports,
including a report of mineral resources of the United States, bulletins and professional
papers, and monographs.  This section also specifies, in some instances, numbers of
copies to be printed and the distribution thereof.

CC 44 U.S.C. 1320 provides for the distribution by the Director of the Geological Survey of
copies of sale publications to public libraries.

8. Conduct inquiries into the economic conditions affecting mining and materials processing
industries...and related purposes as authorized by law and to publish and disseminate
data;

C 30 U.S.C. 3 provides for inquiry into the economic conditions affecting the mining,
quarrying, metallurgical, and other minerals industries.  This section also provides for
the dissemination of information concerning these industries.
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C 30 U.S.C. 21(a) provides for an annual report on the state of the domestic mining
minerals, and mineral reclamation industries, including a statement of the trend in
utilization and depletion of resources.

C 30 U.S.C. 1603 provides for ‘...improved collection, analysis, and dissemination of
scientific, technical and economic materials information and data from Federal, state,
and local governments, and other sources as appropriate...”

9. Provided, That (            ) shall be available only for cooperation with States or
municipalities for water resources investigations:

CC 43 U.S.C. 48 provides that, "...amounts received by the Geological Survey from any
State, Territory or political subdivision thereof in carrying on work involving cooperation
to be used in reimbursing the appropriation from which the expense of such work was
paid, was from the act making appropriations for the Department of the Interior for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1928, and for other purposes, act January 12, 1927, ch.
277, 1, 44 Stat. 963, and has not been repeated in subsequent appropriation acts."

C Similar provisions were contained in the following act:  1926--May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 1,
44 Stat. 487.

10. Of which (     ) shall remain available until expended for conducting inquiries into the
economic conditions affecting mining and materials processing industries;

C P.L. 104-208, Omnibus Appropriations Act (Interior and Related Agencies portion)

11. Of which (     ) shall be available until September 30, (    ), for the biological research
activity and the operation of the Cooperative Research Units:

C P.L. 104-208, Omnibus Appropriations Act (Interior and Related Agencies portion)

12. Provided, That none of the funds provided for the biological research activity shall be used
to conduct new surveys on private property, unless specifically authorized in writing by the
property owner:

C P.L. 104-208, Omnibus Appropriations Act (Interior and Related Agencies portion)

13. Provided further, That no part of this appropriation shall be used to pay more than one-half
the cost of any topographic mapping or water resources investigations carried on in
cooperation with any State or municipality.

CC 43 U.S.C. 50 provides that, "The share of the Geological Survey in any topographic
mapping or water resources investigations carried on in cooperation with any State or
municipality shall not exceed 50 per centum of the cost thereof. ..."

Permanent authority: 
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14. Provided further, that in fiscal year 1984 and thereafter, all receipts from the sale of maps
sold or stored by the Geological Survey shall be available for map printing and distribution
to supplement funds otherwise available, to remain available until expended.

C 43 U.S.C. 42a

15. Provided further, That in fiscal year 1986 and thereafter, all amortization fees resulting
from the Geological Survey providing telecommunications services shall be deposited in a
special fund to be established on the books of the Treasury and be immediately available
for payment of replacement or expansion of telecommunications services, to remain
available until expended.

C 43 U.S.C. 50a with the establishment of the Working Capital Fund (WCF) in FY 1991,
the Telecommunications Amortization Fund account and its end of year FY 1990
balances were included in the WCF.

16. Provided further, that, heretofore and hereafter, in carrying out work involving cooperation
with any State, Territory, possession, or political subdivision thereof, the Geological Survey
may, notwithstanding any other provisions of law, record obligations against accounts
receivable from any such entities and shall credit amounts received from such entities to
this appropriation.

C 43 U.S.C. 50b

17. Provided further, That in Fiscal Year 1987 and thereafter the Geological Survey is
authorized to accept lands, buildings, equipment, and other contributions from public and
private sources and to prosecute projects in cooperation with other agencies, Federal,
State, or private.

C 43 U.S.C. 36c This authority for contributions was in the appropriation language
annually from FY 1983 through FY 1986 and was made permanent in FY 1987.

18. Provided, That upon enactment of this Act and hereafter, final costs related to the National
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska may be paid from available prior year balances in this
account.

CC P.L. 100-446, Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1989

19. Established a Working Capital Fund which is detailed in the Working Capital Fund section
of this book

C P.L. 101-512, Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1991

20. Provided further, That beginning October 1, 1990, and thereafter, funds received from any
State, territory, possession, country, international organization, or political subdivision
thereof, for topographic, geologic, or water resources mapping or investigations involving
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cooperation with such an entity shall be considered as intragovernmental funds as defined
in the publication titled "A Glossary of Terms Used in the Federal Budget Process."

CC P.L. 101-512, Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1991

This authority exempts  non-Federal cooperative funds from sequester as defined in 1985
amendments  (P.L. 99-177)  to  the  Budget  Impoundment and Control Act of 1974.

21. Provided further, That beginning in fiscal year 1998 and once every five years thereafter,
the National Academy of Sciences shall review and report on the biological research
activity of the Survey:

C P.L. 104-208, Omnibus Appropriations Act (Interior and Related Agencies portion)


