An annual inventory is conducted by all federal agencies to identify the functions of the Federal Government that are inherently governmental or commercial functions, and for other purposes.  This is required under the Federal Activities Inventory Reform Act (FAIR) of 1998.  Further information on the FAIR Act Inventory is located at http://whitehouse.gov/omb/procurement/fairact.html.
The longstanding policy of the Federal government has been to rely on the private sector for needed commercial services. To ensure that the American people receive maximum value for their tax dollars, commercial activities should be subject to the forces of competition.  The A-76 OMB Circular, Performance of Commercial Activities establishes Federal policy for the competition of commercial activities.   This circular can be located at:  http://whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a076/a76/_incl_tech_correction.html.
