National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program (NGGDPP)

Program Announcement No. 07HQPA0018

Dear State Geologists:

Section 351 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 directs the Secretary of the Interior, through the Director of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), “to carry out a National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program” (NGGDPP).  The objectives of the NGGDPP are:
(1) to archive geologic, geophysical, and engineering data, maps, well logs, and samples;

(2) to provide a national catalog of such archival material; and

(3) to provide technical and financial assistance related to the archival material.

The Program is comprised of “State agencies that elect to be part of the system and agencies within the Department of the Interior that maintain geological and geophysical data and samples.” Section 351 also states that “the Secretary may not designate a State agency as a component of the data archive system unless that agency is the agency that acts as the geological survey in the State.”

The Implementation Plan for the National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program submitted to Congress in October 2006 outlines the vision and purpose of the program and makes recommendations for implementation of the program: 
http://energy.usgs.gov/PDFs/2006DataPreservation.pdf.

One of the action items in the FY2007 implementation plan is to “begin interactions with State geological surveys and other DOI agencies that maintain geological and geophysical data and samples to address their preservation and data rescue needs.” As the first step in this process, the USGS is requesting that each state provide us with an assessment of your current collection resources and your data preservation needs. This information will provide a snapshot of the diversity of scientific collections held, supported, or used by state geological surveys. 
Each state geological survey can submit a proposal to the NGGDDP for funding to cover part of the anticipated costs of inventorying state held collections and completing the on-line survey.  Each state geological survey will be limited to one (1) proposal not to exceed $5,000. 
The National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program is required by law to be carried out on a 1:1 matching basis; each recipient must match each Federal dollar with a non-Federal dollar (direct and indirect costs).  The non-Federal share may be contributions of services or cash provided to contractors to perform services directly applicable to proposed work on the project.  The specific source(s) of the state contribution, such as state legislative appropriation, must be provided in the proposal.  The 1:1 ratio, however, does not prevent states from securing additional funds from other tax-supported entities to increase the level of work that is accomplished in a region. A letter or item of evidence should be included with the proposal to support other non-state-survey funds.  Federal regulations prohibit the matching of Federal funds with other Federal funds.  Consequently, third-party funding arrangements, though encouraged, should be viewed as adding additional activities that are accounted for separately from the USGS-State-matching funds agreement.

At the end of the one-year grant period, the deliverable will be completed on-line survey of the state’s geological and geophysical collection holdings and a final technical report that documents and summarizes the results of the inventory.  

. 
Timetables, Eligibility, Format Instructions, and Proposal Evaluation

 Timetables

Proposal Announcement Date:  May 18, 2007
Closing Date and Time for Proposal Submission:  June 8, 2007, 4:00 pm Eastern Daylight Time 

 Eligibility – Who May Submit a Proposal

Only state geological surveys are eligible to apply. Since many state geological surveys are organized under a state university system, such universities may submit a proposal on behalf of the state geological survey.
Proposal Submittal 

All applications shall be submitted electronically using Grants.gov:  http://www.grants.gov.  Paper copies will NOT be accepted.  

Please be aware that the electronic submission process requires first time users to register using an e-Authentication process.  This registration process can be somewhat complex and can take up to 3 weeks to complete.  Be advised that it is virtually impossible to begin the process of electronic submission for the first time if you start just a few weeks before the due date. If you are from a university, contact your Office of Sponsored Programs.  They may already have completed the registration process and should work with you to submit the application.  

Once at the website, choose “Get Started” and work through the first 5 steps.  This will make the proposal submission in June easier.  Each agency/organization will need to choose a “Credential Provider”, usually within the Office of Sponsored Programs who will have the authority to sign off or approve the proposal for submission (only 1 allowed).  Once the Credential Provider is set up then the Principal Investigator’s can go into the system to register and submit the proposal.  In order to complete the SF 424 forms, everyone will have to download the free software “pure edge viewer” which is step #2.  It should be pretty simple if you follow the steps under the “get started” tab, however, if you have any questions or problems with the registration process please contact the grants.gov help desk at 1-800-518-4726.  

For more information on the Grants.gov registration and submission process, please see http://www.usgs.gov/contracts/grants/grantsgov.html
Proposal Format Instructions

Your electronic submission will consist of forms SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b, plus the items described below.  To obtain hard copies of the required forms, or to view complete forms instructions, please visit the Grants.gov Forms Repository at http://www.grants.gov/agencies/aapproved_standard_forms.jsp#1
At the top of the application package window in Grants.gov, you will find several “help” related items.  Click on the Help Mode button [image: image1.png]


 to receive field by field instructions.  You can also click on the Check Package for Errors button to check the entire application for validation errors (incomplete fields, etc.) 
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All proposals shall include the following documents in either MS Word or PDF format assembled in the order listed (from top to bottom):

A.  Proposal Information Summary.  This summary is mandatory for all proposals and shall follow the same format as shown in Attachment A.  

B.  Detailed Budget Summary.  The proposed budget shall be presented in the format shown in Attachment B.  For each project the amount of contributions from a State Geological Survey must be equal to or greater than the amount requested from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and must be derived from non-Federal sources.   The detailed budget must include the amount proposed for each of the following items in this order:

1.  Salaries and wages.  List names, positions, level of effort, and rate of compensation.  Non-state survey staff working on the project should also be included, if they are being supported by other state funding (see below under cost share).  The budget sheet should include the total time, rate of compensation, and job title or role for each person.  If contract employees are hired under a different category in the budget, their total time, rate of compensation, job titles, and roles should addressed under services or consultants below.  

2.  Fringe benefits/labor overhead.  Indicate the rates/amounts in conformance with normal accounting procedures.  Explain what costs are covered in this category and the basis of the rate computations.  Indicate whether rates are used for proposal purposes only or whether they are also fixed or provisional rates for billing purposes.

3.  Supplies.  Enter the cost for all tangible property.  Provide detail on any specific item, which represents a significant portion of the proposed amount.  

4.  Equipment.  Funds are not intended for the purchase of computer hardware, software, GPS, vehicles, or other nonexpendable property.

5.  Services or consultants.  Identify the tasks or problems for which such services would be used. List the contemplated sub-recipients by name (including consultants), the estimated amount of time required, and the quoted rate per day or hour.  If known, state whether the consultant's rate is the same as she/he has received for similar services or under Government contracts or assistance awards.

6.  Travel.  State the purpose of the trip and itemize the estimated travel costs to show the number of trips required, the destinations, the number of people traveling, the per diem rates, the cost of transportation, and any miscellaneous expenses for each trip.  Calculations of other special transportation costs (such as charges for use of applicant‑owned vehicles or vehicle rental costs) should also be shown.

7.  Other direct costs.  Itemize the different types of costs not included elsewhere; such as, shipping, computing, equipment‑use charges, or other services.  Provide breakdowns showing how the cost was estimated; for example, computer time should show the type of computer, estimated time of use, and the established rates.

8.  Total direct costs.  Total items 1 through 7.

9.  Indirect cost/general and administrative (G&A) cost.  Show the proposed rate, cost base, and proposed amount for allowable indirect costs based on the cost principles applicable to the Applicant's organi​zation.  If the Applicant has separate rates for recovery of labor overhead and G&A costs, each charge should be shown.  Explain the distinction between items included in the two cost pools.  The Applicant should propose rates for evaluation purposes, which they are also willing to establish as fixed or ceiling rates in any resulting award.  A copy of the indirect negotiated cost agreement with the Federal Government must be included. If one is not established, a letter from a Certified Public Accountant must be included to support the cost.

10.  Amount proposed.  Total items 8 and 9.

11.  Total project cost.  Total Federal and non‑Federal amounts.

Regardless of the State’s federally negotiated indirect cost rate, a State must show a 1:1 match of the total direct costs.  

C.  Negotiated Rate Agreement.  (Most States have a rate agreement.  They are usually titled “State and Local Rate Agreement”.  The document provides the rates approved for use on grants, contracts and other agreements with the Federal Government.  Some may have an individual audit agency review and provide an agreement.  It is basically the documentation that is used that determines the indirect cost rate that is listed on your budget). 
D.  Technical Proposal.  This technical proposal should be no longer that 2 pages, no smaller than font size 11, and have 1-inch margins. Exceeding the 2-page limit for this part of the proposal will not be to your benefit.  This text should include a statement of your plans for conducting an inventory of your geological and geophysical collections and completing the on-line survey. A draft of the survey can be found at: http://137.227.240.103/fmi/iwp/res/iwp_auth.html. The survey is still under going Office of Management and Budget review.  The proposal text should also include a list of project personnel including the Principal Investigator and other support positions.  For each position give the briefest of vita, and state whether the person works for your survey or elsewhere.  Unnamed personnel or unfilled positions should not be listed as match.

Proposal Evaluation
Proposals will be reviewed by two (2) USGS Geologists.  All applicants will receive an award.  However, only one award per state will be made.  

Questions?

For Grants.gov issues, see:      


http://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant_help.jsp
http://www.usgs.gov/contracts/grants/grantsgov.html
For Contracting Officer issues, contact Maggie Eastman, (703) 648-7366, mrussell@usgs.gov
For Data Preservation Program issues, contact Tamara Dickinson, Program Coordinator National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program, (703) 648-6603, 


tdickinson@usgs.gov
Attachment A
USE THE FOLLOWING FORMAT

                PROPOSAL SUMMARY SHEET

Name of State Geological Survey:  

	


                                                                                                                    

Principal Investigator (person we can call to ask questions if needed):

	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


Project Title:

	Project  Title:
	


Total Federal Funds Requested: 
$_____________________
Attachment B
USE THE FOLLOWING FORMAT

BUDGET ESTIMATES 

​​​​

State: _______________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Proposal Short Title: _________________________________________

	Budget Category
	Federal Funding ”Requested”
	Matching Funds “Proposed”

	SALARIES:
	
	

	Survey Staff
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	Contract Staff
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	Total Salaries:
	$
	$

	FRINGE BENEFITS:
	
	

	Survey Staff
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	Contract Staff
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	Total Fringe Benefits:
	$
	$


	Budget Category
	Federal Funding ”Requested”
	Matching Funds “Proposed”

	FIELD EXPENSES:
	
	

	Per Diem
	$
	$

	Lodging Cost
	$
	$

	Vehicle Cost
	$
	$

	Mileage
	$
	$

	
	
	

	MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES:
	
	

	Office and Laboratory Supplies (itemize)
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	Total Direct Costs:
	$
	$

	Indirect Cost (__%) *
	$
	$

	Uncollected Indirect Cost
	$  ---------------------------------
	$

	GRAND TOTAL:
	$
	$


