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SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION FOR SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION UNDER THE TEST PROGRAM FOR COMMERCIAL ITEMS (FAR 13.5) 
1.  Contracting Agency and Activity. The Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, Western Region Acquisition and Grants Branch, plans to contract on a sole source basis.  This document sets forth the justification and approval as required by FAR 13.501(a)
2.  Nature of Action Being Approved.  Award to Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS, Canada a firm fixed price contract for research services and reports
3.  Description of Supplies or Services.  .  Acquire the expertise in laboratory analysis of total fat content from fat samples, serum and hair levels of leptin and establish a repeatable laboratory protocol for the purpose of analyzing mechanisms and consequences of ecosystem changes while allowing researchers to decrease the invasiveness of sampling and potentially increasing sample sizes to further refine projection models for polar bear populations and expand circumpolar polar bear assessment capabilities.  Requiring Office:  USGS Alaska Science Center
4.  Estimated Dollar Value.  $
5.  Statutory Authority.  The proposed action may be awarded on a sole source basis under the authority of the test program for commercial items (the Services Acquisition Reform Act of 2003 (41 USC 428a)) and 41 USC 253(c)(1) as implemented in FAR 13.106-1(b)(1)
6.  Rationale Supporting Use of Citation in No. 5.  
This procurement requires specialized capabilities, experience, data, and equipment.  Dalhousie University has the capabilities, experience, and complementary samples and data in the person of Dr. ______________, a biochemist who is an internationally recognized expert both in the study of polar bear ecology, but also chemical analysis of fat samples for biochemical tracers, including fatty-acids, contaminants, and percent of fat content from polar bears from Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Norway.  She also has developed long-term and broad data sets on percent fat, contaminants and fatty-acids from polar bears sampled by various methods (harvest, capture) and from varied environments across the circumpolar Arctic that will be used to create a database for use in future USA studies.  There are no other known experts who possess these both these biochemical capabilities and comparable data.  Additionally, Dalhousie University possesses the following specialized equipment necessary to perform this task:
-  Gas Chromatography - Flame Ionization Detector with highly polar column for fatty acid methyl esters analysis (FAME). 
-  Specialized Varian Galaxy software and method for identifying and quantifying approximately 70 individual FAMEs.
-  Specialized glassware and lab equipment (centrifuges, analytical balances) for extracting lipids from tissue samples.
-  Tissue homogenizers
-  Micropipets, multichannel micropipets, microplate shaker, etc., for leptin sandwich enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay method
-  Microbalance to measure to 0.003 g
Between Dr. McKinney and Dalhousie University, they possess a capability to perform this requirement that is not known to exist elsewhere.

7.  Other Information.  
None.
8.  The Efforts to Identify Additional Sources Including the Market Research Conducted.
This acquisition will be synopsized in FedBizOpps (FBO.gov) as required by FAR 5.201 along with the date of the FBO notice.  Any responses will be evaluated to determine whether additional sources exist.
9.  Future Plans to Permit Competition.  
The USGS continually participates in and monitors polar bear research.  Any potential sources resulting from these will be considered for future procurements.
10.  Recommendation and Certification from Program Office 
Based on the above, I recommend this acquisition be conducted on a sole source basis. I certify that technical data which form a basis for this justification that are the responsibility of technical or requirements personnel are complete and accurate. 
		Date: 12-21-11

[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________, Research Wildlife Biologist							                   
11.  Certifications from the Contracting Officer:
a.  The anticipated cost to the Government will be fair and reasonable.  The contractor will submit a firm-fixed price proposal that will be evaluated using the criteria of FAR Part 15.  
b.  This justification is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

_____________________________________					__________
Janet Janes, Contracting Officer		Date


12.  Approvals


______________________________________ 		___________
Nancy V. Miller
Chief – OAG, Sacramento



1

