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Dear Dr. McNutt, 

05/23/201004:58 PM 

Attached is the statement agreed to by the flow experts regarding estimating 
the leak rate from the Deepwa ter Horizon spi ll. 
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May 23, 2010, 12 Noon, PDT 

The following team of experts is attempting to estimate the flow rate from the 
broken riser at the source of the Deepwater Horizon spill, chiefly through 
quantitative visualization of the velocity of the exiting flow. Because of the complex 
nature of the flow and uncertainties involved in the estimation, only an estimated 
range of values is possible. However, even giving a range of values is not practical 
until the experts have access to information on the ratio of the oil to gas flow rates 
and densities, detailed drawings ofthe site, and high quality video of the release. 
Until today, that has not been available. 

Based upon very preliminary calculations on extremely low quality video selected 
by BP, the experts believe that the minimum flow at the time of the provided video 
was larger than the reported 5000 bbl/ day, probably several times that value. 
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