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As with earlier estimates, the conclusions in this report are only to aid the Response, not to 
determine the fina l Federal estimate of spillage. Because of time and other constraints, only a 
small segment of the leakage time was examined, and assumptions were made that may 
through later information or analysis be shown to be invalid. For example, the Team assumes 
that the average flow between the start of the incident and the insertion of the RID was 
relatively constant and the time frames that were included in the examined videos were 
representative of that average. If this were not true, then the actual spillage may differ 
Significantly from the values stated below. 

Most of the experts have concluded that, given the limited data available and the small 
amount of time to process that data, the best estimate for the average flow rate for the 
leakage prior to the insertion of the RITT is between 25 to 30 thousand bbl/day. However, it is 
possible that the sp illage could have been as little as 20,000 bbl/day or as large 40,000 bbl/day. 
Further analysis of the existing data and of other videos not yet viewed may allow a refinement 
of these numbers. 

The team has not estimated the flow rate during the period of active measures to reduce 
leakage such as after the insertion of the RITT or during and immediately after Top Kill. It is 



expected that the flow rate increased with the severing of the riser above the BOP. However, 
the team is still examining the video of that flow and will produce an addendum, if appropriat e, 
with an updated leakage estimate . 


