Re: Suzette: Question re Mass Balance OFR waiting in queue
Suzette M Kimball to: Mark K Sogge 06/08/2010 07:16 AM
Ce: Judy J Nowakowski, Barbara W Wainman, Vic Hines

Mark,

Not to worry -- I didn't take your e-mail as any implied statement about things bogging down. I just wanted to
reassure you that we now have the system in place to move things through USGS expeditiously. I should clarify that
the e-mail | referred to was from Vic Labson -- I forgot that there are two Vics there and I need to be specific. If you
and Marcia think it would be better to post the report at the end of the week, just let Vic (Hines) and Barbara know
and they can stage appropriately. Barbara just told the HREC that Jessica is returning to the JIC for another 2-week
detail, so that will help us as well. Meanwhile, we'll turn things around in the Director's office as soon as we get
them.

Cheers,
Suzette

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
Suzette M. Kimball, PhD

Deputy Director

U.S. Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Rd.

Reston, VA.

Phone: 703-648-7412

From: Mark K Sogge

Sent: 06/07/2010 09:03 PM CDT

To: Suzette Kimball

Cc: Judy Nowakowski; Barbara Wainman; Vic Hines

Subject: Re: Suzette: Question re Mass Balance OFR waiting in queue

Hi Suzette,

Thanks for the quick reply. | apologize if my email came across as suggesting that you were a bottleneck
of some sort... that is most definitely NOT what | intended. Indeed, | was actually more concerned that the
report may be moving forward more quickly than expected, because it may be most useful to have it ready
for public release at the end of the week rather than sooner. We may have other new information to
release by that time, and making it available as a "package" might be the most logical approach. | am still
trying to determine the best strategy based on consultations with the Department, Marcia, Vic, and

possibly others.

Your comment about Barbara shepherding the MB report through the Department/JIC approval helps fill in
another piece of the puzzle, so thanks.

Do you want me to update you as | get a feel for an optimal release strategy, or just keep Vic in the loop?

Mark



Mark Sogge

Chief of Staff, USGS Western Region
2255 Gemini Drive, Flagstaff, AZ 86001
Cell: 928-606-1286; FAX: 928-556-7266

mark_sogge@usgs.gov

From: Suzette M Kimball/DO/USGS/DOI

To: Mark K Sogge/DO/USGS/DOI@USGS

Date: 06/07/2010 08:32 PM

Subject: Re: Suzette: Question re Mass Balance OFR waiting in queue
Mark,

A message this evening from Vic said that the Mass Balance report would be sent to me tomorrow. Ihave been
doing same-day turnaround on all reports sent to me for Bureau approval. So, whenever it is delivered to me, I will
act on it immediately. 1 don't have a sense for how long it will take for DOI approval to disseminate. They say 4
hours, but Marcia can tell you that it can take longer. Vic has given a heads-up to Barbara Wainman in the same
message that | was copied on, so she will be prepared to shepherd it through. The one thing I can promise is that it
won't be sitting and languishing anywhere.

Suzette

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
Suzette M. Kimball, PhD

Deputy Director

U.S. Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Rd.

Reston, VA.

Phone: 703-648-7412

From: Mark K Sogge

Sent: 06/07/2010 07:47 PM CDT

To: Suzette Kimball

Subject: Suzette: Question re Mass Balance OFR waiting in queue

Hi Suzette,

| understand there is a Mass Balance OFR (Labson et al.) in queue for Director's Approval. Is that
something that you will be reviewing/approving? If so, do you have a sense for the timeframe?

Not trying to rush anything... just hoping to see how some of the numerous pieces will fit together
temporally. | appreciate any insights you have on this one.



Mark

Mark Sogge

Chief of Staff, USGS Western Region
2255 Gemini Drive, Flagstaff, AZ 86001
Cell: 928-606-1286; FAX: 928-556-7266

mark_sogge@usgs.gov



i RE: Mass Balance Update
| 1 Marcia K McNutt to: Victor F Labson 06/07/2010 10:49 PM
i Mark K Sogge, Vic Hines, Barbara W Wainman, Judy J Nowakowski,

" Suzette M Kimball, William H Werkheiser, Michael E Hutt

Vic -

My vision for what |'d like to see done with this is now greatly expanding. I'd like to see not just a simple
accounting, but also more help for the teams in the field by bringing in some physical oceanography and
physics of oil weathering. For that reason, | am bringing Bill Lehr and his group in to also be involved. I'll
share with you his ideas on what can be done with this. I'll have you and Roger still take the lead on the
AVIRIS.

Marcia

From: Victor F Labson/GD/USGS/DOI

Sent: Monday, June 07, 2010 7:49 PM

To: Marcia K McNutt

Cc: Mark K Sogge; Vic Hines; Barbara W Wainman; Judy J Nowakowski; Suzette M Kimball; William H Werkheiser;
Michael E Hutt

Subject: Mass Balance Update

Marcia,

The Mass Balance report has been through final copy editing and will be sent to Suzette tomorrow for final
USGS approval. After that it goes to DOI and | don't know where for release approval. Itis a USGS Open
File Report. The AVIRIS quantitative thickness mapping report is due to go into review tomorrow.

| have been working on a means of playing Mass Balance forward. Mike Hutt, in Geography, will
assemble all of the surface area estimates of the spill from April 24 onward. NGA has been providing the
necessary data from multiple platforms and most, perhaps all in in the public domain. We will plot all
estimates for the entire duration with the May 17 area estimate as our benchmark. Hopefully the surface
area growth will correlate with known parameters of mass balance. If this works we will have a time series
of the mass balance elements. NGA as made a movie of the surface expression of the spill to which we
can add annotation of surface oil volume and whatever other function we would like. We can add
additional AVIRIS information to constrain our estimate as we go forward and if we can get a better handle
on the thin oil, that, too. Roger Clark is concerned that the imagery other than AVIRIS is so fraught with
problems and errors that even total area mapping is impossible, but we won't know until we try.

| have two of the remote sensers down in the Gulf collecting calibration data and samples to support
coastal mapping. JPL believes that AVIRIS can be very available in the near future, but at some point the
aircraft is due for routine maintenance and we may need to see if that could be delayed. Such requests
would probably have to go into NASA at a very high level.

Any other ideas on playing Mass Balance forward would be welcome. Right now the satellite
determinations are the only independent means | can think of.

Vic



