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3. Woods Hole Analysis 

In coordination with the Unified Command, a team of experts from the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution used acoustic technologies to measure flow rates after the top-kill 
attempt ended and before the riser was cut. The flow estimates are derived from three 
different view angles above the riser pipe and three different view angles above the BOP. 

Woods Hole's total flow rate estimate ofO.12ml/s to 0.23ml/s from before the ri ser was cut is 
a preliminary bulk flow estimate and does not analyze how much ofthat flow may be oil, 
natural gas, sediments. or produced water. 

USGS Director Marcia McNutt estimates that - based on Woods Hole' s analysis and 
assuming that the oil-gas ratio is approximately 40% - a range of 25,000 to 50,000 barrels of 
oil per day is consistent with the methodology and analysis that Woods Hole used. In 
addition, using the 40% oil-gas ratio enables the fRTO to compare these estimates with the 
Plume Modeling Team's results since this is consistent with the oil-gas ratio they used. 

"It is important to understand that Woods Hole ' s analysis produced a total flow estimate, and 
not an oi l-specific estimate," said Dr. McNutt. "But from the oil-gas ratio we are observing 
on the Enterprise from the Top Hat it would appear that a range of25,000 to 50,000 barrels 
of oil per day - before the riser cut - is consistent with the Woods Hole analysis, although 
this is strictly our interpretation of their data." 
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