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From: Marcia K McNutt <mcnutt@usgs.gov> 
Sent: wed, 4 Aug 2010 15:27:42 
To: GS FOIA 0105 <foia0105@usgs.gov> 
subject: Fw: A request re serving as a Gulf spill technical expert or witness for 
third parties 

*************************************** 

Dr. Marcia McNutt 

Director 

us Geological survey 

12201 sunrise valley Drive, MS 100 

Reston, VA 20192 

(703) 648-7411 

(703) 648-4454 (fax) 

(571) 296-6730 (cell) 

mcnutt@usgs.gov 

www.usgs.gov 

*************************************** 

----- Forwarded by Janet N Arneson/DO/USGS/DOI on 08/04/2010 03:27 PM -----

From: "wereley, Steven T." <wereley@purdue.edu> 

To: Mark K sogge <mark_sogge@usgs. gov>, "Bi 11 . Leh r@noaa. gov" 
<Bill.Lehr@noaa.gov> 

Cc: "mcnutt@usgs.gov" <mcnutt@usgs.gov> 

Date: 06/16/2010 05:38 PM 
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subject: RE: A request re serving as a Gulf spill technical expert or witness 
for third parties 

Hi Mark, I've been contacted by the 3 entities: NOAA (to work on the 

NRDA) , the attorney general of LA, and a private group of lawyers pursuing 

a class action suit against BP. I have agreed to work with NOAA and I 

can't imagine this causes a problem. Regarding the other two, I've been 

talking preliminaries with them but haven't actually signed anything or 

performed any analysis for either other group. 

This does, however, bring up the question of when our service with the FRTG 

will be at an end. lowe Bill Lehr a final report (sorry Bill-I'm working 

on it) and then I thought we were done. Are there any expected future 

duties of the FRTG? I would certainly be available to serve the FRTG at a 

future date if further measurements should be required even if we said that 

presently our tenure with the group is complete ... 

Best, 

Steve wereley, Professor of Mechanical Engineering 

Birck Nanotechnology Center, Room 2019, 1205 West State Street 

Purdue university 

West Lafayette, IN 47907 

phone: 765/494-5624, fax: 765/494-0539 

web page: http://engineering.purdue.edu/-wereley 
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From: Mark K sogge [mailto:mark_sogge@usgs.gov] 

Sent: wednesday, June 16, 2010 5:28 PM 

To: Bill.Lehr@noaa.gov; rileyj@u.washington.edu; savas@newton.berkeley.edu; 

pedro.espina@nist.gov; Lasheras@ucsd.edu; pdy@clarkson.edu; 

pmbommer@mail.utexas.edu; wereley, Steven T.; ira.leifer@bubbleology.com; 

Alberto Aliseda; Franklin.Shaffer@NETL.DOE.GOV 

Cc: mcnutt@usgs.gov 

subject: A request re serving as a Gulf spill technical expert or witness 

for third parties 

Dear Plume Team members, 

As we discussed in the call last week (Monday, June 7), it is highly likely 

that the work your team is doing will become the focus of litigation. 

Based on your outstanding professional and academic credentials, as well as 

your specific expertise, third parties with a stake in the outcome of 

potential litigation related to the Gulf oil spill (e.g., state and local 

governments, private citizens, potential defendants) may contact you with 

offers of employment. 

The Department of Justice has asked us to request that, until such time as 

you conclude your valuable service to the country as a member of the FRTG, 

you refrain from accepting employment from any such third party, 

governmental or private, as an expert witness or consultant. We assume 

that no one has yet accepted any offers from a third-party to act as an 

expert, but if you have been contacted to act as an expert, I would 

appreciate it if you would let me know immediately. 

Let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you. 
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Mark 

Mark sogge 

Deputy Lead, Flow Rate Technical Group 

chief of staff, USGS Western Region 

2255 Gemini Drive, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

cell: 928-606-1286; FAX: 928-556-7266 

mark_sogge@usgs.gov 
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