MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of Health,
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences,
and the
U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, National Institutes of Health, National institute of
Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS), and the U.S. Department of the Interior,
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)

1. Introduction: The NIEHS and USGS wish to join forces to investigate the causes of
some environmentally related public health problems. The NIEHS and the USGS,
agencies of the Departments of Health and Human Services and the Interior,
respectively, have specific technical expertise. Both agencies have strong scientific
backgrounds that are important to the solution of environmental health sciences
problems. The joint capabilities of the agencies are well suited for successful
completion of studies necessary to detect and prevent the cause of environmental
diseases.

2. Purpose: This MOU is intended to establish a substantive partnership between the
USGS and NIEHS by increasing interaction and enhancing collaboration on specific
projects to best serve and maintain the public’s health.

The NIEHS and the USGS agree to collaborate on high-priority programs by
contributing the individual unique strengths and expertise of the respective agencies to
advance environmental health sciences and to reduce the burden of environmentally
related diseases. Each project, as agreed upon by both agencies, will specify the
respective roles and will constitute a signed, formal addendum to this agreement. It is
our belief that NIEHS and the USGS can effectively strengthen the scientific base for
evaluating the causes and prevention of human disease related to exposure to
environmental agents.

3. Need: Currently, health professionals and scientists are limited in their ability to
determine the true contribution that exposure to environmental agents presents in the
development of human diseases. Little is known about actual human exposure to and
body burden from chemicals and pathogens, and this lack of knowledge creates much
of the uncertainty in the impact of exposure on human health. Collaborative projects
between the USGS and NIEHS will generate new data to establish research priorities
and provide a critical component of the scientific base necessary to determine how
environmental exposures contribute to human disease. More specifically, a
collaboration will (1) improve human estimates of risk to environmental hazards, (2)
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