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USGS may accept funds or payment "in-kind" from non-Federal sources to pay for travel costs for an employee's official travel if the travel is for the purpose of attending a meeting, conference, workshop, seminar, or similar event related to an employee's duties and responsibilities. 31 U.S.C. 1353 and 41 CFR Chapter 304. 
Funds may not be accepted to carry out the Bureau's statutory and regulatory functions, such as field or site visits. Ethics Office approval is required prior to acceptance of the travel expenses. USGS employees may receive "in-kind" payment of their travel expenses. They may not accept reimbursement or cash directly from the non-Federal entity (and are not permitted to "sign over to USGS" a check from a non-Federal entity). 
1.  Funding from the outside source can be accepted so long as acceptance would not cause a reasonable person with knowledge of all the facts to question the integrity of agency programs or operations. 
2.  A form DI-2000 must be completed and submitted with the employee's travel authorization. 
See your Administrative Officer for forms and further information.
