EXECUTIVE SUMMARYtc \l1 "EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.  What is Federal Technology Transfer?tc \l2 "1.  What is Federal Technology Transfer?
The concept of “technology transfer” from Federal laboratories is to get the ideas, inventions, and technologies developed with taxpayer dollars into the hands of the private sector as quickly as possible, and in forms useful to that community.  The idea is to get U.S. companies and other private sector entities involved in the development of Federal technology and technology products at an early stage so that the end result is useful to U.S. industry and can make the United States more competitive in world markets.  In other words, let’s use the technology being paid for by taxpayers to benefit U.S. society by strengthening the U.S. economy through better products and services offered to world markets.

2.  Why Should Technology Transfer Be Important to You?tc \l2 "2.  Why Should Technology Transfer Be Important to You?
Technology transfer is mandated by law.  Federal research agencies must support activities to enhance the awareness, adoption, and use of their technology products.  By law, technology transfer should be an element in all Federal researchers’ performance plans.  The law states, "Technology Transfer consistent with the mission responsibilities, is a responsibility of each laboratory science and engineering professional." (Chapter 63 USC 15, Sec. 3710, (a)(2))  

Technology transfer programs are the way to move federally funded research products and technologies into commercial practice.  For researchers and Federal managers, this means that the products of your research programs can obtain increased visibility and value, and demonstrate the relevance of an agency in meeting the needs of your constituents.  This also brings recognition to you as inventors and managers of the research development.

Technology transfer programs offer other benefits including:

o permitting you to partner with private sector companies, leverage your resources, stretch your research budgets, and share ideas in a protected environment;

o enabling you to earn additional income for some of your research;

o allowing you to share intellectual property and obtain royalties.  This can mean additional dollars for your research program, and monetary rewards to inventors of patented and licensed technology.

 The bottom line: by participating in technology transfer activities, you can help accelerate the adoption and use of your taxpayer-funded research while optimizing your resources.

3.  How This Handbook Can Helptc \l2 "3.  How This Handbook Can Help
This handbook has been designed to augment a 2-day training workshop in technology transfer and to serve as a reference on the subject.  The handbook discusses:

o A definition of technology transfer and technology transfer terms

o How Cooperative Research and Development Agreements (CRADAs) can help you leverage your research resources

o Why patents are important?

o Why inventors should avoid disclosing information about inventions until a patent application has been filed

o How to license federally-developed inventions and generate royalty income

o Ways to use various marketing and technology transfer tools

o How to design a marketing plan

o Easy ways to identify users and markets for your technology

Questions about material contained in the handbook may be addressed to the U.S. Geological Survey, Business Development Branch, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, 500 National Center, Reston, VA 20192, fax: (703) 648-4706.

Beth Duff
703 648-4621

Steve Strader
703-648-4652

Or to U.S. Geological Survey, Technology Transfer, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, 201

National Center, Reston, VA 20192, fax: 703-648-7219

Neil Mark        703-648-4344

Chapter V of this handbook lists other sources of information about technology transfer in the Federal Government.
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