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USGS Occupational Safety and Health Council

I.  Purpose/Scope.  The USGS Occupational Safety and Health Council (OSH) Council operates in cooperation and concert with Regional OSH and Specialized Safety Program Committees to develop initiatives and enhancements to the USGS Occupational Safety and Health Program.  The USGS OSH Council determines collective action to achieve program objectives and goals in concert with the Department of the Interior (DOI) Occupational Safety and Health Strategic Plan.  The USGS OSH Council operates under the guidance of the Bureau OSH Program Manager, with the Bureau Designated Agency Safety and Health Official (DASHO) having final approval authority of USGS OSH Council actions and recommendations.

II.  Membership.
A.  The USGS OSH Council will consist of the following members with full voting rights:

(1)  Bureau DASHO (Associate Director for Administrative Policy and Services).

(2)  Bureau OSH Program Manager.

(3)  Eastern Region OSH Committee Chair.

(4)  Central Region OSH Committee Chair.

(5)  Western Region OSH Committee Chair.

(6)  A maximum of nine area- or field-level representatives, three per region, nominated by the Regional OSH Committees and approved by the Bureau OSH Program Manager.

B.  The USGS OSH Council may use the following ad hoc members as advisors, as needed: 

(1)  Bureau Industrial Hygienist.

(2)  Bureau Environmental Program Manager.

(3)  Bureau Aviation Safety Program Manager.

(4)  Bureau Dive Safety Officer.

(5)  Bureau Firearms Safety Program Manager.

(6)  Bureau Large Vessel Safety Program Manager

(7)  Bureau Radiation Safety Board Manager.

 (8)  Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager.

(9)  Bureau Office of Workers’ Compensation Program Manger.

(10)  Bureau Office of Employee Development Representative.

C.  The Bureau OSH Program Manager or designee will serve as the USGS OSH Council Chair and will publish meeting agendas and minutes from quarterly meetings. 

III.  Requirements of Members.  The USGS OSH Council regional and area- and field-level representatives shall also be members on Regional OSH Committees (see SM 308.65).  The USGS OSH Council members will speak for their respective areas of responsibility, i.e., Bureau, region, area, field, and Specialized Safety Program, during meetings where commitments to recommendations are requested.  The USGS OSH Council members will have appropriate Bureau, regional, area, field, or Specialized Safety Program authority to provide management oversight and recommendations for occupational safety and health program activities, actions and initiatives commensurate with mission needs, funding capacity, and operational capability. 

IV.  Responsibilities.  The USGS OSH Council will:

A.  Develop the annual USGS Occupational Safety and Health Program Plan that achieves program objectives and goals in concert with the DOI Occupational Safety and Health Strategic Plan and provide recommendations to the Bureau DASHO for implementing the plan.

B.  Provide a focal point for oversight, coordination, and direction for the USGS Occupational Safety and Health Program.

C.  Make decisions regarding USGS Occupational Safety and Health Program activities, actions, and initiatives that incorporate DOI initiatives and USGS Regional OSH and Specialized Safety Program Committee activities and recommendations.

D.  Advise the Bureau DASHO on the implementation of programs involving occupational safety and health.

E.  Serve as an advisory body to the Bureau Executive Leadership Team, through the Bureau DASHO, on occupational safety and health program matters.

F.  Provide USGS Occupational Safety and Health Program policy interpretation, coordination, and assistance in implementing regional occupational safety and health program activities.

G.  Provide a forum for the exchange of information between the Bureau headquarters, Bureau Specialized Safety Program Committees, and regional headquarters committees.

H.  Act collaboratively in performing functions as identified by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, DOI, and USGS regulations.  These functions include: 

(1)  Establishing an occupational safety and health program.

(2)  Recommending a sufficient amount of funds and staff to implement the program.

(3)  Establishing a set of procedures that ensures effective program implementation.

(4)  Setting goals and objectives for reducing and eliminating accidents, injuries, and illnesses; and setting priorities with respect to injury and illness causal factors to ensure that appropriate corrective actions will be taken.

(5)  Establishing plans and procedures for evaluating program effectiveness

I.  Serve as the reviewing and approving body for USGS safety awards. 

V.  Meetings and Reports.  The USGS OSH Council will establish meeting dates and develop reports necessary to conduct business and to evaluate the overall performance and achievement of Council decisions.  The USGS OSH Council will meet quarterly, with at least one face-to-face meeting.  The Bureau OSH Program Manager will report annually to the Bureau Executive Leadership Team, through the Bureau DASHO, on the status of previous fiscal year program accomplishments and upcoming fiscal year program plans.

VI.  Voting.  The act of the majority of members will be the act of the USGS OSH Council. 

/s/ Karen D. Baker
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